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How to Use Line Drawings as Practice Sketches to Experiment With New Techniques.
 Work with this Panorama Reference Photo of the Monterey, California, Bike Path

When I’m concentrating on trying a new color combination, ways to let colored ink washes create the
lights and darks, or any of a dozen other techniques such as textures, crisp vs. soft edges, or light
source, I find it helpful to start with a completed line drawing. With the composition established, it is
much easier to work on just one aspect of a painting.

To practice new sketching techniques, you can sketch and duplicate your own drawings or use the
outline sketches provided on pages 2 and 3. I scan and print the ink line drawings on a laser printer or
on my inkjet and then duplicate them on a copy machine. This produces a sketch with waterproof black
lines that will not run when overlaid with washes. To duplicate these 7.5" x 7.5" sketches, you can cut
good quality drawing paper or smooth 90 lb. hot press watercolor paper to your printer’s standard 8.5"
x 11" letter size. Set your printer to print pages 2-3.

With this PDF opened in Acrobat Reader, go to the Menu>Tools and choose one of the zoom tools or
the “Pan & Zoom” feature shown above. Go to the panorama at the bottom of this page and zoom
into the areas from which the outline sketches were made. Get out your paints and, while sitting in
front of your computer, pretend you are on site along the water’s edge adding washes or textures to
your finished line drawings. Click below to view this complete tutorial online.

Enjoy
experimenting
and trying new
techniques.
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You have downloaded one of our many FREE pdf
Sketching Tip Sheets. To see and download more, go to our website at

http://www.PenInkWatercolorSketching.com
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Tour the Classic Drawings Gallery, from
cave paintings to comic strips.

View the eBooks,
A Guide to Pen, Ink, and Watercolor

Wash Sketching.
and

Practice Sketching—
Art Tutorial Sketchbook

Come back often, we keep adding more.

Download Free Drawing Tutorials, Sketching Tips, and Print and Fold Mini-Sketchbooks for My Face Sketchbook or
A Sketch a Day, and our popular Practice Painting People tutorial for adding people to your landscapes.

View pen, ink, and watercolor tips. New! Practice life drawing. Sketch sculptures from the Google Art Project
as if they were live models in action poses on your Smartphone, Tablet, iPad, iPhone, or PC.
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